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COVID BY THE NUMBERS: MORE GOOD NEWS
BY REBECCA MUNDAY
Managing Editor

Georgia Southern University released updated COVID-19 case numbers on Monday, Sept. 28. GSU continues to see a drop in cases for the sixth week
in a row.
This week was the first week the university saw two days on which no cases were reported on Sept. 29 and Oct. 4.
In the week between Sept. 28-Oct. 4, the university only confirmed one case. Self-reported cases dropped by five.
For more details about the COVID-19 statistics, see the chart below and check back next week for a new update on the university’s COVID-19 statistics.

COVID-19 AND MUSIC DEPARTMENT
HOW STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS IN THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT COPE WITH THE PANDEMIC?
BY JOLIE NGUYEN

Staff Writer

the collaboration among musicians
was absolutely needed. However,
it is nearly impossible to do it since
the social distancing and quarantine,
opportunities to meet are rare.
Therefore, a lot of adjustments
were applied to satisfy the safety
requirements and student schedules.

It could be said that COVID-19 has
stirred up the world. It has changed
everyday life and people are finding
ways to adjust to the situation. Due to
the pandemic, the Music Department
of Armstrong Campus has also made
a couple of adjustments in order to
ensure public safety. Changes have
been made within the class structure
and performances. Classes are held in
three ways, either in person, through I’M HAVING TO WORK HARDER
Zoom or both. It is difficult to hold WITH MY DYNAMICS SO THAT
studio class through Zoom, however, MY PROFESSOR CAN HEAR THE
it is still necessary to do so.
SLIGHT DIFFERENCES IN CERTAIN
“It is interesting not to have a SECTIONS OF MY MUSIC.
‘normal’ studio class. I’m having to
work harder with my dynamics so
that my professor can hear the slight
differences in certain sections of DERLIE MORALES-NÚÑEZ
my music. Overall, issues he would Junior
usually be able to pinpoint are almost
impossible through Zoom. I almost
“The hardest thing for all of us, and
experienced two hand injuries last for me personally, is that music is
semester (Spring 2020) simply due to something to be shared. Even though
him not being able to see my hands musicians are used to spending lots
properly,” said Derlie Morales- of time by themselves in a practice
Núñez, junior of music education.
room, most of our work involves
In fact, it was extremely difficult collaborating with other people.
to accommodate the situation since

We’re like athletes in team sports
that way. It creates a different kind of
social isolation when you can’t do the
things you
STUDENTS WHO REALLY
normally are training specifically to
WANT TO PUSH THEMSELVES
do. So, it’s been hard on our students,”
said Dr. Steven Harper, professor and TO MAKE PROGRESS CAN GO
Chair of the Department of Music.
BACK AND LISTEN TO THEIR
Not only are classes changed, RECORDINGS.
performances
are
orchestrated
differently as well. This year, live
concerts will not happen. Instead, DR. BENJAMIN WARSAW
concerts will be recorded or live Associate Professor of Music
streamed. Moreover, group singing is
risky, therefore, those activities were
both professors and students in the
shifted into chamber music.
future, which is recording. By studying
“We have had to do a few things
through Zoom, professors can record
differently. We’ve had to break up
the class and put the video on Folio.
our ensembles into smaller units,
The videos will always be available
especially the choirs, since group
for students who missed class or want
singing is a risky activity. Our focus
to listen to the instructions again.
has had to shift to chamber music.
“I think in a way that it is actually
We will have some concerts, but
good, because then students can go
they will be without audiences,
back if they really need it. So students
and they’ll be either live-streamed
who really want to push themselves
or video-recorded and posted. We
to make progress can go back and
will be recording individual student
listen to their recordings. I think it is
performances and posting them, too,”
nice to have a record of the stuff that
said Dr. Harper.
is available anytime for the students,”
On the other hand, pandemic has
said Dr. Benjamin Warsaw, Associate
created a convenient tactic that helps
Professor of Music.
To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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ACTIVE MIND HOSTS “LANTERNS & LYRICS” TO HONOR SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH

HONORING PEOPLE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES TO SUICIDE

BY JOLIE NGUYEN

Staff Writer

The Active Minds organization at
GSU’s Armstrong Campus held an
event to honor the Suicide Prevention
Month called “Lanterns & Lyrics.”
The event was held from 7:30-8:30
p.m. on Sept. 30 at Ogeechee Theatre.
This year, the event was celebrated
differently due to COVID-19. There
were performances and discussions
during the event to honor the people
who lost their lives due to suicide.
The event began with a video clip
about real stories of students who
had committed suicide. The video
clip showed a documentary about
how those students tried to cope with
stressfulness and ended up cutting
their lives short. Suicide leaves a pain
in families and friends large enough

that nobody can overcome it.
After the video clip, participants
had opportunities to discuss about
the common reasons that lead to
suicide and some solutions to help.
“Especially with being in college,
it can be really difficult being away
from home, being in an environment
that you are not familiar with or not
being able to connect with different
people, find friend groups, not
being able to have family support,”
said Kera Molton, president of
Active Minds.
Next, Icis Sutton performed
poetry. Students not only have an
opportunity to talk freely about their
hidden feelings, but also entertain
the audience with performances.
Though due to the COVID-19, only
one student was able to perform.

JOLIE NGUYEN/staff

Icis Sutton performs her original poem.

JOLIE NGUYEN/staff

Participants at the Lantern & Lyrics event.
“It is a little different this year just
because of the pandemic, but it is
one of our biggest and best events. It
might not be like that this time but I
am still really happy to be able to do it
as a president,” Molton said.
The message of this event is to raise
the awareness of people about mental
health issues and suicide for college
students. Moreover, it also provides
students resources, places to go or
contact information of people who
could help them if they need help. By
attending this event, students could
talk openly about their situation
without being judged. For this reason,
the event was not held on Zoom due
to student privacy concerns.
“Lanterns & Lyrics” also aimed to
deliver an important message, that
is: “you are not alone.” Students
will always have someone that they
can talk to such as the counselors or
even members of the Active Minds

organization.
“You are never alone.There is always
someone who is willing to hear your
stories. There is always a professional
that you can talk to, that you can just
download to your phone and connect
with someone, or just text to them if
you are not comfortable talking. If
you are going through anything, and
we have so many different resources
available on campus as far as the
counseling center, different groups
and organizations like Active Mind
that can connect you with resources
in your community.” Molton said.
If you or a loved one are
experiencing depression or having
suicidal thoughts, please reach
out to the counseling center on
the Armstrong campus next to the
student health center, or call and
schedule an appointment with one of
the counselors at (912) 344-2529.

GEORGIA SOUTHERN TALKS HAZING
SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING

BY KEE’ARA SMITH

Managing Editor

Georgia Southern’s Office of
Fraternity & Sorority Life hosted a
“Stop The Hazing: Conversation with
The Gruver Foundation” via Zoom on
Sept. 30.
This
conversation
offered
a
conclusive ending for National
Hazing Prevention week. Only 55%
of college students have experienced
hazing and only 5% of them recognize
what happened to them as hazing.
To stop this cycle and spread
awareness on all of Georgia Southern’s
campuses, the Office of Fraternity
and Sorority life offered an hour long
remote conversation of how to “be the
change” with special guests Rae Ann
and Steve Gruver.
The Gruvers were guest speakers
who created the Gruver Foundation
in honor of their son Max Gruver.
Max Gruver died on Sept. 14, 2017
and was one of four young men to die

IT’S RUSSIAN
ROULETTE WITH
SOMEONE’S LIFE.
RAE ANN GRUVER

Mother of Victim

as a direct result of fraternity hazing
in 2017 alone.
Georgia Southern’s Office of
Fraternity & Sorority Life had over
1800 students/faculty to sign up
for the conversation. More than 200
university students have died due to
hazing in the United States since 1838.
To spread awareness and to stop
the cycle on our campuses, Greek Life
students, advisors, faculty, and the
Gruvers all shared tips on how you

could break the cycle.
The Gruvers began the conversation
by explaining what hazing actually
is. “Ultimately, it’s Russian Roulette
with someone’s life…,” said Rae Ann
Gruver.
She later explained how it only
takes one person to make a bad
decision and someone could be hurt,
mentally damaged, or worse, dead.
“Hazing is more than peer pressure
and despite what students think it
does not hold unity and should not
be looked at as a tradition,” said Max
Gruver.
Oftentimes the abused become the
abuser. Just because it happens to you
doesn’t mean you need to do it to
someone else.
“It’s up to each one of you to stop
the cycle. It’s not just about your Org,
it’s about the University,” said Rae
Ann Gruver.
Hazers often believe they have their
hazing under control until a death
arises. The Gruvers urged students

to reach out to an advisor, Nationals,
Parents/friends or talk to someone.
The Gruvers made it clear that they
hadn’t caught the signs from their
son but have devoted their lives to
stopping hazing once and for all.
Though Georgia Southern has
not had an reported incident with
hazing since early 2019, the Gruvers
illustrated that it’s not always
reported and that hazing happens
everyday. The Gruvers pleaded with
students to do the right thing and to
call 911 if you see something. They
further explained that students won’t
be prosecuted for reporting drugs,
alcohol, and hazing.
At the end of the conversation,
students were left with this; “Make
something good out of something
bad. Make this change happen,” said
the Gruvers.
If you see something say something.
You can report hazing 24/7 at Georgia
Southern Hazing Hotline: 1-888-8936554.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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BANNED BOOKS AND CENSORSHIP
WHO MAKES THE RULES AND WHY?

BY REBECCA MUNDAY

Managing Editor

Books can be banned or challenged
for a variety of reasons. Two of the
most common are offensive language
and sexual explicit content. Most often
these challenges are brought about by
parents, usually in classrooms, public
libraries, or school libraries.
However, some of the same books
that have been banned or challenged
in these settings are also required
or recommended in them as well,
depending on where one goes to
school.
Two classics “Of Mice and Men” by
John Steinbeck and “Catcher in the
Rye” by JD Salinger are number 27
and 48 respectively on the list of the
most challenged books between 20102019.
“Of Mice and Men” by John
Steinbeck has been challenged or
banned a total of 34 times. Most of
the challenges were because of the
overwhelming amount of offensive
language in the form of “profanity,”
“racial slurs” and “blasphemous”
language.
“Catcher in the Rye” by JD Salinger
has been challenged or banned
30 times for a variety of reasons
including the book being “obscene,”
using profanity, and containing

READING BOOKS, ESPECIALLY
FICTION, IS THE BEST WAY
TO STIMULATE A READER’S
SYMPATHETIC IMAGINATION,
I.E. TO ALLOW AN AUDIENCE TO
IMAGINE WHAT IT’S LIKE TO BE
SOMEBODY ELSE.

DR. ERNEY

Associate Professor, Dept. of Literature

sexual references. One school board
member in Dorchester District 2 in
Summerville S.C., removed the book
because it is “a filthy, filthy book.”
Despite
the
controversy
surrounding these books, both
Reference and Instruction Librarians
at Lane Library interviewed for this
article, Caroline Hopkinson and
Lauren Mcmillian, have read both of
them.
“I’d recommend all I mentioned...I
found them worthwhile, well written,
and interesting. Many of the authors
shared perspectives, life experiences
different from mine,” Hopkinson
said. If some people recommend the
books that others condemn, one has
to wonder which opinion to believe.
Who should have a say in what is read
and what is ignored? Because Banned
Books Week is as much about the
freedom to read as it is the
censorship of books, the
librarians and literature
professors were asked
about why they thought it
was important to protect
the freedom to read.
When Dr. Christopher
Baker was asked about
why he thinks it’s
important to protect the
freedom to read, he quoted
John Milton in the book
Areopagitica. “For books
are not absolutely dead
things, but ...do preserve
as in a vial the purest
efficacy and extraction
of that living intellect
that bred them. I know
they are as lively, and as
vigorously productive, as
those fabulous Dragon’s
teeth; and being sown up
and down, may chance
to spring up armed
men....Yet on the other
hand unless wariness
be used, as good almost
kill a Man as kill a good
ONE OF THE RECENTLY CHALLENGED BOOKS FOR BANNED BOOKS WEEK
Book; who kills a Man

kills a reasonable creature,
God’s Image; but he who
destroys a good Book, kills
reason itself, kills the Image
of God, as it were in the
eye. Many a man lives a
burden to the Earth; but a
good Book is the precious
life-blood of a master-spirit,
embalmed and treasured up
on purpose to a life beyond
life.”
Others said protecting
the freedom to read is
important because it helps
us gain knowledge and
broadens one’s perspective
of the world around them.
“Reading
books,
especially fiction, is the best
way to stimulate a reader’s
sympathetic imagination,
i.e. to allow an audience
to imagine what it’s like
to be somebody else,” Dr. ONE OF THE RECENTLY CHALLENGED BOOKS FOR BANNED BOOKS WEEK
Hans-George Erney, an
Associate Professor with the
to one’s freedom of expression. “Also,
Department of Literature,
freedom to read goes hand in hand
said.
“Reading is how we as a society can with freedom of expression-- writers
expand our horizons and be exposed usually need readers,” Hopkinson
to stories (whether fictionalized or said.
A third reason that groups or
not) that take us out of ourselves....
administrators
should not be able to
Reading is also how people are able
limit
one’s
access
to reading materials
to learn and gain experience if they
is
because
it’s
a
matter
of individual
are not able to seek higher education
freedom.
or travel or do any of the things
“As a librarian, I do not want one
that instill personal growth and
personor even a group- dictating
evolution,” McMillian said.
what
a
larger group should or
All the books that McMillian
should
not
read (and thus believe).
recommended students read, she
Individuals
can
make a choice not to
recommended because “they portray
read
something
they find offensive,”
different cultures and different ways
McMillian
said.
of dealing with serious adversity.”
“There are many books I wouldn’t
“I’ve been offended by books that I’ve
want
to ban but that I would never
read but I don’t regret reading them,
recommend to students or require
them to read, because they’re either
badly written or vile in its contents or
AS A LIBRARIAN, I DO NOT values,” Erney said.
For these librarians and literature
WANT ONE PERSON- OR professors, there are many reasons
EVEN A GROUP- DICTATING to protect one’s freedom to read and
WHAT A LARGER GROUP an individual’s right to decide what
SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT is considered offensive and what is
worthy of their time.
READ.
This means not allowing books to be
banned
or censored at a community
LAUREN MCMILLIAN
level
but
rather giving individuals
Librarian
access to as much reading material
because the thinking I did in order and as diverse reading material as
to criticize those works--usually in a possible so they can learn, grow,
group, helped develop my views,” express themselves, and decide on
their own about what to read and
Hopkinson said.
Another reason that the freedom to believe.
read is important is because it is tied
To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu

10-8-20

THE GEORGE-ANNE INKWELL EDITION

5

PHOTO COURTESY OF MCKENZIE PETERMAN

Meet the members of MOVE: (Back Row, Left to Right) Darius ‘DJ’ Mims, Derenzo Thomas (Graduate Assistant), Justin Cosby; (Front Row) Dante Marion

CAMPUS SPOTLIGHT:

MEN OF VISION AND EXCELLENCE (MOVE)

BY KEE’ARA SMITH

Managing Editor

This week’s Campus Spotlight is
focusing on Georgia Southern’s very
own, M.O.V.E. M.O.V.E stands for
Men of Vision of Excellence and is a
student-led organization that is found
across the state of Georgia. M.O.V.E
was created by the University System
of Georgia (USG), to ensure that
black males retain and graduate from
college.
M.O.V.E is a community of
diverse students who share the
African-American
male
identity
and experience.The overall goal of
M.O.V.E is to enhance the retention,
progression and graduation rate by
creating a culture of academic support
and success.
This organization also provides
supplemental literacy, writing, math
and study-skill activities to help precollege students transition to college
academic life during the summer and
assist enrolled AAMI participants
with RPG (retention, progression, and
graduation) throughout the academic
year.
Oftentimes you will see M.O.V.E
hosting campus clean-ups, holding
public discussions, raising money
for the community and more.
Though M.O.V.E’s target members
are African-American males, it is an
inclusive organization for all men.
The requirements to become a
member include attending interest

meetings, signing an academic
contract and attending weekly/
biweekly general body meetings.
As of now, M.O.V.E has over 30
members. Members that have joined
the organization at Armstrong have
been very involved throughout the
campus over the years.
In past years, M.O.V.E raised money
for those affected by Hurricane
Dorian and so much more. The men
of excellence also created a book club
to create an interactive new outlet for
men on campus. The book club was
created by GSU Graduate Assistant,
Dorenzo Thomas.
The Office of Multicultural Affairs
has moved all programming events
online virtual for the remainder of the
semester. However, this has allowed
the organization to provide more
intentional programming events.
Though M.O.V.E has gone virtual
for the remainder of the semester, they
are still getting students involved in
the program by ensuring they have
a successful series of meetings for
the semester. The series ensures that
students and members are touching
bases on academic, spiritual and
personal enrichment.
“[The series] is achieved through
programming elements that include,
but are not limited to, College Success
101 sessions, Academic Enhancement
activities, and academic support
through mentor/mentee pairings,
study halls, social activities, team-

@GSU_MOVE/instagram

building activities, and much more,”
Thomas said.
You can find more information
on M.O.V.E by reaching out to

McKenzie Peterman, mpeterman@
georgiasouthern.edu or stopping by
MCC room 213 during office hours
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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Arts & Entertainment

BEIRUT: THIS SEEMS FAMILIAR

THEATRE STUDENTS PERFORM PLAY ON PANDEMIC
BY REBECCA MUNDAY

Managing Editor

The Georgia Southern theatre ...SEX IS ILLEGAL, DOCTORS
department put on the play Beirut
GOING
OUT
OF
four evenings in a row at 7:30 p.m. ARE
BUSINESS,
AND
NO
ONE
IS
virtually streamed via Vimeo.
Watching a play about a situation GOING OUT TO THE MOVIES
so similar to the current COVID-19 OR GOING ON A DATE.
pandemic that happened only months
ago made it easy to draw parallels
between the current situation and the FIRST LAST
situation in the play.
Title
“Torche,”
played
by
Brett
Merchand, one of the main characters,
Two other familiar themes run
must live in Beirut, the neighborhood throughout the play: apathy and
for individuals who are positive fear. These themes can also be
for the virus, under government seen throughout play with Blue
surveillance and strict rationing of representing the apathy and Torche
food and electricity because he tested representing the fear.
positive for the virus.
Blue does not see contracting the
On the outside, his girlfriend, virus as a big deal. She hired someone
“Blue,” played by Sarah Lee, lives in to make her a decal of a “P” for
a world where sex is illegal, doctors positive so she could see Torche, stay
are going out of business, and no one with him and build a life together and
is going out to the movies or going maybe have a child.
on a date. The preventative measures
Then, if they do get sick and they
seem extreme but the government decide they want to die, she suggests
in the play sees them as necessary they can have dinner one night, drug
measures they need to take to prevent their drinks, and die in each other’s
the spread of the virus.
arms, “naked, so the guards think it’s
In much the same way, the an accident.”
government took and is taking
On the other hand, because he
measures it saw as necessary to has had nothing else to do under
prevent the spread of COVID-19, quarantine, Torche has read up so
whether those measures would much about how the virus spreads,
have appeared unorthodox at the what it will do to him, and how it
beginning of 2020 or not.
could hurt Blue if she got it.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAUREN SCHWAN

When she mentions they could
have a baby, he responds that the
baby will develop “purple scabs”
within six months. The information
makes him fearful so much so that at
one point all he can do is groan, face
the wall until Blue calls him back into
the conversation.
Many people felt fear, apathy, or
both in the last several months since
the quarantine began in March. There
are people who claim the virus is no
big deal and there are healthy people
who refuse to do anything in person,
even though their risk for infection or
complication may not be as serious
as some of the news reports make it
seem.
There are many people who are

not completely in the apathetic or
fearful categories. However, because
of polarization surrounding the virus,
people who don’t fit distinctly into
one of the two categories get placed
in them based on what their views
align with most, in terms of fear or
apathy. The coupling creates a tense
and argumentative mood even more
than the virus itself does, much the
same way the mood in the play was
argumentative and tense.
Perhaps, viewers need to learn from
this play that fear and apathy only
lead to tense disagreements unless
people find a way to tap into all the
emotions in between the two as well.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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Lila's Pick of the Week:
“SOCIAL CREATURES”
A VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE
SPONSORED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION ARTS

OCT 7-11 (7:30 P.M.)
VIA ZOOM

I’ve been feeling a little bit dramatic lately. This week’s pick of the week is another virtual play brought to
the Armstrong campus by the theatre department as they live-stream on Vimeo. The theatre department’s
student director Nicholas Newell is directing “Social Creatures” by Pulitzer Prize winning playwright Jackie
Sibblies Drury from Oct. 7-11.
Much like last week’s “Beirut”, this week’s play focuses on another global pandemic. This time, the
pandemic turns infected people into cannibalistic zombies. Seven survivors ﬁnd themselves safely in
an abandoned theatre, but soon a lone traveler “other” from outside the group enters the camp. The
new outsider makes the group question themselves, what they’ll do to survive, and what really makes a
monster.
To watch the play, Go to georgiasouthern.edu/Theatre for log in instructions and view anytime between
Oct. 7-11.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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